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11165.7 
(a) As used in this article, "mandated reporter" is defined as any of the following: 

(21) A physician, surgeon, psychiatrist, psychologist, dentist, resident, intern, podiatrist, 
chiropractor, licensed nurse, dental hygienist, optometrist, marriage, family and child 
counselor, clinical social worker, or any other person who is currently licensed under 
Division 2 (commencing with Section 500) of the Business and Professions Code. 
(22) Any emergency medical technician I or II, paramedic, or other person certified 
pursuant to Division 2.5 (commencing with Section 1797) of the Health and Safety 
Code. 

 
11165.13 
For purposes of this article, a positive toxicology screen at the time of the delivery of an 
infant is not in and of itself a sufficient basis for reporting child abuse or neglect. 
However, any indication of maternal substance abuse shall lead to an assessment of the 
needs of the mother and child pursuant to Section 123605 of the Health and Safety Code.  
If other factors are present that indicate risk to a child, then a report shall be made. 
However, a report based on risk to a child which relates solely to the inability of the 
parent to provide the child with regular care due to the parent's substance abuse shall be 
made only to a county welfare or probation department, and not to a law enforcement 
agency. 
 
11166 
(g) (1) The reporting duties under this section are individual, and no supervisor or 
administrator may impede or inhibit the reporting duties, and no person making a report 
shall be subject to any sanction for making the report.  However, internal procedures to 
facilitate reporting and apprise supervisors and administrators of reports may be 
established provided that they are not inconsistent with this article.   (2) The internal 
procedures shall not require any employee required to make reports pursuant to this 
article to disclose his or her identity to the employer.   (3) Reporting the information 
regarding a case of possible child abuse or neglect to an employer, supervisor, school 
principal, school counselor, coworker, or other person shall not be a substitute for making 
a mandated report to an agency specified in Section 11165.9. 
 
11166.5 
(b) On and after January 1, 1986, when a person is issued a state license or certificate to 
engage in a profession or occupation, the members of which are required to make a report 
pursuant to Section 11166, the state agency issuing the license or certificate shall send a 
statement substantially similar to the one contained in subdivision (a) to the person at the 
same time as it transmits the document indicating licensure or certification to the person.  
In addition to the requirements contained in subdivision (a), the statement also shall 
indicate that failure to comply with the requirements of Section 11166 is a misdemeanor, 
punishable by up to six months in a county jail, by a fine of one thousand dollars 
($1,000), or by both that imprisonment and fine. 
(c) As an alternative to the procedure required by subdivision (b), a state agency may 
cause the required statement to be printed on all application forms for a license or 
certificate printed on or after January 1, 1986. 
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11167.5 
(a) The reports required by Sections 11166 and 11166.2 shall be confidential and may be 
disclosed only as provided in subdivision (b).  Any violation of the confidentiality 
provided by this article is a misdemeanor punishable by imprisonment in a county jail not 
to exceed six months, by a fine of five hundred dollars ($500), or by both that 
imprisonment and fine. 
(b) Reports of suspected child abuse or neglect and information contained therein may be 
disclosed only to the following: 

(4) Multidisciplinary personnel teams as defined in subdivision (d) of Section 18951 of 
the Welfare and Institutions Code. 
(7) Hospital scan teams.  As used in this paragraph, "hospital scan team" means a team 
of three or more persons established by a hospital, or two or more hospitals in the same 
county, consisting of health care professionals and representatives of law enforcement 
and child protective services, the members of which are engaged in the identification of 
child abuse or neglect.  The disclosure authorized by this section includes disclosure 
among all hospital scan teams. 

 
11171 
(a) (1) The Legislature hereby finds and declares that adequate protection of victims of 
child physical abuse or neglect has been hampered by the lack of consistent and 
comprehensive medical examinations.  (2) Enhancing examination procedures, 
documentation, and evidence collection relating to child abuse or neglect will improve 
the investigation and prosecution of child abuse or neglect as well as other child 
protection efforts. 
(b) On or before January 1, 2004, the Office of Criminal Justice Planning shall, in 
cooperation with the State Department of Social Services, the Department of Justice, the 
California Association of Crime Lab Directors, the California State District Attorneys 
Association, the California State Sheriffs Association, the California Peace Officers 
Association, the California Medical Association, the California Police Chiefs' 
Association, child advocates, the California Medical Training Center, child protective 
services, and other appropriate experts, establish medical forensic forms, instructions, and 
examination protocol for victims of child physical abuse or neglect using as a model the 
form and guidelines developed pursuant to Section 19823.5. 
(c) The form shall include, but not be limited to, a place for notation concerning each of 
the following: 

(1) Any notification of injuries or any report of suspected child physical abuse or 
neglect to law enforcement authorities or children' s protective services, in accordance 
with existing reporting procedures. 
(2) Addressing relevant consent issues, if indicated. 
(3) The taking of a patient history of child physical abuse or neglect that includes other 
relevant medical history. 
(4) The performance of a physical examination for evidence of child physical abuse or 
neglect. 
(5) The collection or documentation of any physical evidence of child physical abuse or 
neglect, including any recommended photographic procedures. 
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(6) The collection of other medical or forensic specimens, including drug ingestion or 
toxication, as indicated. 
(7) Procedures for the preservation and disposition of evidence. 
(8) Complete documentation of medical forensic exam findings with recommendations 
for diagnostic studies, including blood tests and X-rays. 
(9) An assessment as to whether there are findings that indicate 
physical abuse or neglect. 

(c) The forms shall become part of the patient's medical record pursuant to guidelines 
established by the advisory committee of the Office of Criminal Justice Planning and 
subject to the confidentiality laws pertaining to the release of a medical forensic 
examination records. 
(D) The forms shall be made accessible for use on the Internet. 
 
11171.2 
(a) A physician and surgeon or dentist or their agents and by their direction may take 
skeletal X-rays of the child without the consent of the child's parent or guardian, but only 
for purposes of diagnosing the case as one of possible child abuse or neglect and 
determining the extent of the child abuse or neglect. 
(b) Neither the physician-patient privilege nor the psychotherapist-patient privilege 
applies to information reported pursuant to this article in any court proceeding or 
administrative hearing. 
 
11171.5 
(a) If a peace officer, in the course of an investigation of child abuse or neglect, has 
reasonable cause to believe that the child has been the victim of physical abuse, the 
officer may apply to a magistrate for an order directing that the victim be X-rayed 
without parental consent. Any X-ray taken pursuant to this subdivision shall be 
administered by a physician and surgeon or dentist or their agents. 
(b) With respect to the cost of an X-ray taken by the county coroner or at the request of 
the county coroner in suspected child abuse or neglect cases, the county may charge the 
parent or legal guardian of the child-victim the costs incurred by the county for the X-ray. 
(c) No person who administers an X-ray pursuant to this section shall be entitled to 
reimbursement from the county for any administrative cost that exceeds 5 percent of the 
cost of the X-ray. 
 
 
 


